XXIV
PATTISON'S ESSAYSl

THIS is a very interesting but a very melancholy
collection of papers. They are the remains of the
work of a man of first-rate intellect, whose powers,
naturally of a high order, had been diligently and
wisely cultivated, whose mind was furnished in a
very rare degree with all that reading, wide and
critical, could give, and which embraced in the circle
of its interest all that is important to human life and
.society. Mr. Pattison had no vulgar standard of
what knowledge is, and what goodness is. He was
high, sincere, exacting, even austere, in his estimates
of either; and when he was satisfied he paid honour
with sometimes unexpected frankness and warmth.
But from some unfortunate element in his tempera-
ment, or from the effect upon it of untoward and
unkindly circumstances at those critical epochs of
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